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Rag Fair or the Mint* to which * dirtiest and meanest parts of the town*
the writer has sent him cto seek a cheap lodging'. The room contains,

as per inventory duplicated and exchanged, a half-tester bedstead, with
brown linsey woolsey furniture, a bed and bolster, half flocks, half feathers
... a small wainscot table, two old chairs with cane bottoms, a small looking
glass six inches by four in a deal frame painted red and black, a red linsey
woolsey window curtain, an old iron stove, poker, shovel, tongs and fender,
an iron candlestick mounted with brass, a tin extinguisher, a quart botde of
water, a tin pint pot, a vial for vinegar and a stone white tea cup for salt. Also
two large prints cut in wood and coloured, framed with deal but not glazed,
vb[. (i) Hogarth's Gate of Calais ... (2) Queen Esther and Queen Ahasuerus.
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From the many cases in which the furniture of a room was pawned
by the tenants, such rooms contained little but necessaries. Colquhoun
ascribed the frequenting of alehouses to the custom among 'the im-
provident poor* of living in *a miserable half-furnished lodging from
week to week*.88
There were people who took in only single men as lodgers. About
1795 Elizabeth Brady of Cursitor Street had a bill in her window,
*lodgings to let for single men*. A man asked to see the room: 'I told
him 53. a week, says I, "Young man, what is your trade? I am afraid it is
too much for you*'; says he, "I am a painter and glazier**; says I, "If
you had another young man to partake of half the bed with you it
would make it better**.'89 Owing to the custom for shopkeepers and
respectable widows to take in lodgers, die unmarried journeyman of
steady habits could probably find a room where he would have some of
the comforts and decencies of life. Benjamin Franklin, in 1725, when a
journeyman printer in London, lodged with a widow in Duke Street, a
clergyman's daughter, paying at first 33. 6d. a week, which his landlady
afterwards reduced to is. 6d. rather than lose a good tenant,90 For the
same money the man with children would have to put up with worse
quarters, probably a room in a house where every room from the cellar
to the garret had its family. When the journeyman had money or credit
and enterprise enough to take unfurnished rooms or enough rooms to
be able himself to take a lodger, or even to become a "housekeeper*, he
would of course be able to live either more cheaply or more comfort-
ably.